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ANNCR: 

THE TWO AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS WHO ARE BEING SUED FOR 
SLANDER IN THE SOVIET UNION -- BECAUSE OF THEIR ACCOUNTS OF 
GOVERNMENT TREATMENT OF SOVIET DISSIDENTS -- ARE CHARGED UNDER 
A CIVIL LAW OF DEFAMATION THAT DIFFERS CONSIDERABLY FROM ITS 
COUNTERPART HERE IN THE UNITED STATES, CHRIS KERN REPORTS ON 
THE AMERICAN PRACTICE, 

VOICE: 

THE UNITED STATES, LIKE THE SOVIET UNION AND MOST OTHER 
COUNTRIES, RECOGNIZES THAT INDIVIDUALS CAN BE INJURED WHEN 
INACCURATE STORIES OF THEIR ACTIVITIES APPEAR IN THE PRESS. 
AMERICAN NEWS ORGANIZATIONS, LIKE THEIR SOVIET COUNTERPARTS, ARE 
SUBJECT TO CIVIL SUIT IF THEY LIBEL SOMEONE IN THEIR REPORTING. 
BUT A SERIES OF U.S. SUPREME COURT RULINGS GOING BACK TO 1964 
HAS SHARPLY RESTRICTED THE LIABILITY OF NEWS ORGANIZATIONS FOR 
DEFAMATION IN THE COURSE OF THEIR NORMAL COVERAGE OF PUBLIC 
ISSUES. 

THE SUPREME COURT'S RULINGS SAY NEWS ACCOUNTS OF THE 
ACTIVITIES OF A PUBLIC FIGURE CAN ONLY BE CONSIDERED LIBELOUS 
IF THEY ARE DELIBERATELY INACCURATE OR IF THEY ARE PUBLISHED 
WITH "RECKLESS DISREGARD" FOR WHETHER THEY ARE INACCURATE OR 
NOT, ESSENTIALLY, THAT MEANS A NEWSPAPER OR BROADCAST STATION 
IS IMMUNE TO A LAWSUIT BY A PUBLIC FIGURE AS LONG AS ITS REPORTS 
OF HIS ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN PREPARED IN GOOD FAITH. 

THE COURT'S RULINGS ARE BASED ON AN INTERPRETATION THE 
U.S. CONSTITUTION'S FREE SPEECH GUARANTEE, THAT GUARANTEE HAS 


TRADITIONALLY BEEN GIVEN ITS WIDEST APPLICATION WHERE COMMENT 
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ON PUBLIC ISSUES IS INVOLVED. BUT THE SUPREME COURT HAS 
REASONED THAT FAIR COMMENT ON PUBLIC ISSUES NECESSARILY IMPLIES 
FAIR COMMENT ON PUBLIC FIGURES, AND, THE COURT HAS RULED, 
WHEN SOMEONE BECOMES A PUBLIC FIGURE, HE INVITES PUBLIC 
SCRUTINY -= IN EFFECT, HE GIVES UP A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF PRIVACY. 
AMERICAN COURTS HAVE TENDED TO GIVE A BROAD CONSTRUCTION 
TO THE TERM "PUBLIC FIGURE." ALMOST ANYONE WHO BECOMES THE 
SUBJECT OF A PUBLIC CONTROVERSY -- WHETHER HE ENCOURAGES IT OR 
NOT =-- TENDS TO COME WITHIN THE RULE. BUT THERE ARE SOME 
LIMITS, WHERE NO GENERAL PUBLIC ISSUE IS INVOLVED, INDIVIDUALS 
WHOSE ACTIVITIES ARE REPORTED IN THE PRESS RETAIN THEIR RIGHT 
TO RECOVER DAMAGES FOR LIBEL EVEN IF THE ERRORS IN THE NEWS 
ACCOUNTS WERE ACCIDENTAL. 
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